Ida is closely related to anthropoid primates
A new investigation of the skeleton of Darwinius masillae,  known as ‘Ida’, confirms and strengthens earlier conclusions of the team working on the fossil.

In a paper published today in Journal of Human Evolution the team presents several cladistic analyses reaffirming Darwinius as a haplorhine primate related to anthropoid or higher primates (monkeys and apes).  The new study discusses and refutes studies by Seiffert and others (2009) in Nature, and Williams and others (2010) in Journal of Human Evolution that sought to dismiss Darwinius as a strepsirrhine primate (related to lemurs and lorises). Darwinius is now placed within the anthropoid line of primate evolution. One of the new cladistic analyses was made by excluding fossil taxa consisting only of small fragments like single teeth or jaws. This led to a more robust result with many fewer and more strongly supported cladistic trees.  
“The new analyses yielded results that were surprisingly clear, even to us… ” says Philip Gingerich of the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor (USA).
 “This supports our previous interpretation of the importance of Darwinius, which is by far the most complete fossil primate ever found. Our scientific opponents were not able to support their hypothesis of Darwinius being a strepsirrhine (“wet nose”) by even one unique character (synapomorphy).  We have seven synapomorphies showing clearly that Darwinius is not only a haplorhine (“dry nose”) but even a member of the stem group of anthropoids.” says Jens Franzen of the Senckenberg Research Institute, Frankfurt am Main, Germany
“This tells us how little is really established in early primate evolution, and also that fragmentary fossils can be very hard to interpret” says Jørn H. Hurum of the Natural History Museum, University of Oslo, Norway.  
Link to scientific paper: 
http://dx.doi.org/doi:10.1016/j.jhevol.2010.07.013 
More on the research and story behind Darwinius masillae
http://www.nhm.uio.no/english/collections/ida/
Contact data:
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